
NAME ___________________ PERIOD _____

Autobiography, Biography, and Memoir

Turn to the Literary Terms Handbook in the back of your textbook and define:

· Autobiography (978)
· Biography (979)
Another word for autobiography is memoir.  Look at the origin of the word from a dictionary:

memoir   1567, from Anglo-Fr. memorie "note, memorandum, 

something written to be kept in mind" 
How do you think a memoir might differ from an autobiography? Or, why do you think there are two different words for the same basic type of writing?  How do you know which term to use?



Now, read the selections listed below and answer each question in at least three complete sentences. Also, categorize each as an autobiography or biography.
Selection 1: from Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad (pages 499 -508)
1. Read the first page.  What do you think is the purpose of this writing? What details support the purpose?

Why do you think this story includes the information about the whippoorwills and the hoot owl?

2. Read the paragraph on p. 500 that begins, “Unfortunately, the discovery …”  You can infer from this text that Tubman in intelligent, clever, and patient.  What details from the text on this paragraph show this?
3. What is your reaction to the paragraph on p. 508 that begins “On one occasion …”? Why?

Selection 2: from Nisei Daughter by Monica Sone (pages 512 - 520)
4. After reading the first paragraph on page 515 interpret which words or phrases convey an atmosphere of tension. 
5. On page 517, what details does Sone include in writing about her own life that a biographer would not know?
6. On pages 518 – 519, what details does the author use to show how the issei differ from the children and younger people?
Selection 3: The Border: A Glare of Truth by Pat Mora (pages 536 - 540)
*Originally, much of the land that is now in the United States was part of Mexico.  The border region has always been a place of vibrant cultural blending and exchange.  It is also a troubled place.  Areas along the border struggle with poverty, pollution, and crime.  The United State and Mexico are currently working together to try to solve some of these problems.
7. This essay explores the author’s reactions to something.  What is Mora’s subject?
What details from the text support the main point?

8. On page 539, what do Mora’s descriptions of things she misses and her mention of the squirrel tell you about the way she sees the world?  

9. After finishing the essay, answer this question, “Is it logical that Mora would miss seeing how poor people live? Why or why not?

10.  Now that you’ve read these three selections, whose autobiography or biography do you have an interest in reading? List five people:










